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E.O. 11651: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, GE, US 

SUBJECT: JEWISH CLAIMS AGAINST GDR 

1. MR. BENJAMIN FERENCZ, WHO IS NOW IN EUROPE IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE ANNUAL GENEVA MEETING OF THE 
CONFERENCE ON JEWISH MATERIAL CLAIMS AGAINST GERMANY, 
PLANS SHORT BERLIN VISIT JULY 1-3. DURING HIS STAY, 

FERENCZ WISHES MAKE EFFORT TO SEE APPROPRIATE GDR 
FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS TO DISCUSS JEWISH CLAIMS 
ISSUE AND DETERMINE IF GDR IS INTERESTED IN DIRECT 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH CLAIMS CONFERENCE. 

2. FERENCZ HAS MET IN RECENT MONTHS WITH TWO GDR 
OFFICIALS IN NEW YORK TO DISCUSS THIS SUBJECT; 

BOTH WERE NON-COMMIT AL, SUGGESTING THAT MATTER COULD 
ONLY BE HANDLED IN EAST BERLIN. FERENCZ HAS ALSO 
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SUBSTANTIVE US/GDR NEGOTIATIONS IN MID-JULY. 

3. US MISSION SHOULD ASSIST FERENCZ IN MAKING 
APPROPRIATE APPOINTMENTS IN EAST BERLIN. SUCCESS OF 
FERENCZ'S MISSION WILL HELP US DETERMINE BEFORE 
JULY 15 WHETHER GDR IS PREPARED TO DEAL DIRECTLY 

WITH JEWISH CLAIMS CONFERENCE OR WHETHER US GOVERNMENT 
WILL BE FORCED TO SPEAK ITSELF ON BEHALF OF THIS 
CATEGORY OF CLAIMANTS. 

4. FERENCZ PLANS TO CONTACT MISSION UPON ARRIVAL IN 
WEST BERLIN AND WILL BE PREPARED TO BRIEF USBER 
FOLLOWING ANY MEETINGS HE HAS WITH GDR OFFICIALS. 

RESULTS OF FERENCZ’S VISIT SHOULD BE REPORTED 
TELEGRAPHICALLY TO DEPARTMENT. SISCO 
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